Surgical treatment of a dural arteriovenous fistula in the superior petrosal sinus of an elderly patient with minimal suboccipital craniotomy: case report.
An 85-year-old woman presented with a dural arteriovenous fistula of the superior petrosal sinus manifesting as venous infarction of the cerebellum. Magnetic resonance imaging and angiography revealed right cerebellar swelling, venous engorgement, and an arteriovenous fistula in the superior petrosal sinus. Our initial attempt to obliterate the lesion through a transvenous endovascular approach failed, so we successfully treated the fistula via surgical interruption of the superior petrosal vein through a small suboccipital craniotomy. Careful examination of the pattern of venous drainage is important to determine surgical indications. This case indicates that minimally invasive open surgery can be effective even in an elderly patient.